
 

 
 
 

TO:        JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:     BOB LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT:    MISCELLANEOUS 05-003, ESTABLISHMENT OF INDUSTRIAL 

DESIGN GUIDELINES 
 
DATE:       MARCH 15, 2005 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider the establishment of Industrial Development Design 

Guidelines. 
 

 Facts: 1. The City’s 2003 General Plan Update includes Land Use policies to guide new 
development. 

 
  2. The Update includes a specific goal and policy regarding the development of 

new design criteria to promote architectural excellence for industrial 
development projects.   

 
3. The City Council’s 2005/06 Goals Setting Workshop reaffirmed the goal to 

develop design guidelines to improve industrial development, particularly for 
metal buildings. 

 
4. The City has conducted research and taken steps over several years to prepare 

Industrial Design Guidelines.  The DRC provided input into the content of the 
proposed guidelines for Commission consideration. 

 
5. The proposed Industrial Design Guidelines are provided in Attachment 2.   

 
6. Staff determined that design guidelines are not specifically subject to CEQA 

as defined by Section 21065 of the CEQA Statutes, and the CEQA. 
Guidelines as defined by Section 15061 (b)(3). 

 
Analysis 
and 
Conclusions: 
 

The City has had an on-going goal of developing and implementing Industrial 
Design Guidelines for several years.  The City Council reaffirmed this goal at the 
recent Council Goal Setting Workshop in February 2005.  The primary objective of 
Industrial Design Guidelines is expressed in the General Plan in Policy LU-2B, 
which encourages architectural and design excellence for industrial projects.  As the 
City’s industrial business sector grows and new industrial buildings are proposed, 
the City would like to obtain the best in architectural quality and site design.   
 
New industrial development should be: 



 

 
 
 

 
• attractive and well articulated; 

 
• use quality building materials; 

 
• complement development in the surrounding area. 

   
To specifically achieve this goal, new industrial building development needs to 
avoid the appearance of big, boxy, stark building forms.  This can be achieved by 
incorporating design features that accentuate entrances and other building openings, 
architectural treatments to break up large blank walls, including interesting cornice 
features, and by providing variation in rooflines. 

 
Design guidelines for development are intended to provide general guidance to 
applicants to help them design high-quality development projects. 

 
The proposed Industrial Design Guidelines are divided into two major sections: Site 
and Building Design.  The section on Site Design provides direction on where to 
place buildings and other site features on property.  In includes criteria on how to:  

 
• design sites so that they respond and are sensitive to surrounding 

development;  
 

• provide techniques to create attractive views from the public realm and 
other properties;  

 
• place less attractive features on a site the visual appeal of development 

projects. 
 

The section on Building Design criteria includes techniques to achieve well 
designed buildings that reduce:  

 
• the appearance of building mass and bulk; unbroken building planes and 

rooflines;  
 

• use an appropriate composition of colors and materials.   
 

The objectives in building design criteria are to help create buildings that are 
visually interesting and that will transcend well over time. 

 
Reference: Paso Robles General Plan and EIR, Paso Robles Zoning Ordinance, and CEQA. 
 
Fiscal Impact: None 
 

Options: After opening the public hearing and taking testimony, the City Council will be asked 
to take one of the following options listed below: 

 



 

 
 
 

a. Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx approving the Industrial Design Guidelines. 
 
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
Attachments: 
 
1 - Resolution No. 05-xx  



RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROVING INDUSTRIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 
  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles General Plan 2003 includes goals, policies and action items that promote the 
community’s image and identity, and encourage architectural excellence for industrial development; and 
 
WHEREAS, quality industrial development reflects high standards in the community and attracts further 
investment in the industrial business and employment base; and 
 
WHEREAS, to implement the City’s objectives for high quality industrial development, the City of Paso Robles 
initiated development of Industrial Design Guidelines; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed Industrial Design Guidelines are intended to provide guidance for the architectural 
design of industrial buildings and site design; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Industrial Design Guidelines provide design criteria for standard construction and metal building 
materials; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Industrial Design Guidelines are intended to guide new development so that it is compatible with 
the best of surrounding development patterns and building forms; and 
 
WHEREAS, these guidelines shall apply to all site and building design for all uses (manufacturing and non-
manufacturing) development in the Manufacturing (M) and Planned Manufacturing (PM) zoning districts; and to all 
manufacturing, storage and wholesaling uses permitted in other zoning districts; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on March 8, 2005 and the City Council 
held a public hearing on March 15, 2005, to consider these Industrial Design Guidelines and to accept public 
testimony as provided in Exhibit A; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Statutes (Section 21065) and Guidelines (Section 15061 (b)(3)) of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and the City’s Procedures for Implementing CEQA, these Industrial Design 
Guidelines are exempt from environmental review. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby 
approve these Industrial Design Guidelines.   

 
ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles at a regular meeting of said Council held on the 
15th day of March 2005 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 

 
 ____________________________________  
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor    
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 
































